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The photo captures a glimpse into the lives of George and Louise Ritch.
For many years the Ritches owned a pharmacy in the Mountain Brq
area of Birmingham. The Ritches were known for their generous sj
through numerous contributions to local charities and universities.
dedication to family and community was an inspiration to all who k
them.

In 1990, George and Louise experienced the tragic loss of their so
and in 1999, the death of their daugkitetaw. George and Louise th
moved to Cropwell, Alabama to care for their adult granddaughter,
Alison, who was born with a mental disability; thus, they knew the jgus.

and struggles of families caring for adult children with special needqd Louise and George Ritch, Jr.
During their later years, Alison moved to Rainbow Omega in Eastaljogayith granddaughter, Alison
Alabama. This wonderful organization provides living accommodations,
meaningful work opportunities and recreational activities for adults with developmental disabilities.

With the assistance of the Community Foundation, George and Louise established two charitable funds.
The Ritch Designated Fund is designed to support the charitable work of Rainbow Omega. In January of
this year, the fund made its first grant of $250,000 to assist in the building of a comprehensive
Vocational and Training Center pictured below. In addition, the Ritch Field of Interest Fund was
established to distribute grants to nonprofit organizations providing care, services and programs for
adults with developmental disabilities in northeast Alabama.

George and Louise will always be remembered for their generous hearts and commitment to their family
and community. Mrs. Ritch was 85 when she died in 2006. Mr. Ritch died in 2008 just afté? his 90
birthday. The Community Foundation was honored to assist them in achieving this enduring legacy.
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L to R: James Mullis, Jr., MD, Board Chairman, The Juliette P. Doster Award is a keepsake
Dr. Brenda Roberts, Juliette Dosterd Wayn Waterford crystal clock. In addition, Dr. Robert
CarmelloHarper, Foundation President/CEQ received a $1,000 grant to her charity of choice,
The American Cancer Society.
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Outstanding Volunteer, Community-Minded, Educator

These are just a few of the words used to describe the 2010 Juliette P. Doster Award Recipient,
Dr. Brenda Roberts.

At a reception hosted in her honor, Dr. Roberts was surrounded by friends and family as Glenda
Bar ker , Nomi nating Committee Chair, shared t

he
Roberts received accol ades for her tireless eff
ty

the health of individual s within her communi
James Mullis, Jr., Chairman of the Board.

As a professor at Jacksonville State University, Dr. Roberts was instrumental in the development of a
smoking cessation and education program for the nursing students, along with a program designed to
educate young people about the harmful affects of tobacco use.

A cancer survivor, Dr. Roberts is passionate about eliminating cancer as a major health concern. Over
the past 25 years, she has given tirelessly of her time and talents to engage in everything from
counseling breast cancer patients to leading strategic planning sessions. She was selected as one of
only 18 individuals from throughout the United States to serve on the American Cancer Society
National Level as a Grant Reviewer. Because of her dedication and determination, Calhoun County
now boasts two smokiegee cities and other cities have improved their smoking ordinances,

spearheaded by the Calhoun County Chapter of the American Cancer Society angeatigesnt

funded from the Susie Parker Stringfellow Health Fund.
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Photo left: Brenda with Glenda Barker; Center photo: Brenda with Dr. Shannon Morrison, UAB Faculty &
Dr. Debbie Curry, JSU Faculty; Photo right: Brenda with Juliette Doster

2

> O S
Ay --< ~



In the Spring of 2010, a total of86, 832.00n new grants was awarded from the
Susie Parker Stringfellow Health Fundto support programs for the organizations listed below.

Anniston High School A $9,936.00Mini-Grant to purchase athletic safety equipment.

East Central Alabama A $9,396.00Mini-Grant for the expansion of the daycare program fqr

United Cerebral Palsy adults with disabilities in Calhoun County.

JSU Wellness Center A $8,500.00Mini-Grant to purchase supplies for medical testing,
health fairs and exercise equipment for senior classes.

AL Lifespan Respite A $9,000.0@Mini-Grant for training and monetary support for

Network individuals caring for disabled persons within Calhoun County.

Anniston Housing A $50,000.0Gontinuation grant to provide interventions focused on

Authority/JSU improving student attentiveness and academic performance at

Anniston Middle School.

Cherokee County Historical Museum
101 East Main Street
Centre, Alabama
256-927-7835
www.MuseumAtCentre.com

Under the leadership &fr. Kurt Duryea , President; the diligent efforts bfr. Dave Crum, Executive

Director; and, the work of dozens of volunteers, the Cherokee County Historical Museum is being
transformed as thousands of items are being catalogued and exhibited. Today, visitors are both amazed
and overwhelmed by the range and span of years exhibited including ancient Native American cultures,
what school was like before 1899, and the current Riverboat Exhibit capturing life before Weiss Lake

Dam existed. Even though the focus is on the past, you can learn about upcoming events on Facebook or
download a brochure at their website.

By establishing th€herokee County Historical Museum Endowment Fundvith the Community

Foundation, the Museum and the City of Centre have taken another step in protecting and sustaining the
areads rich history. Friends and supporters can
beneficiary in a will or trust. For more information, contact the Museum or the Community Foundation.
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