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The Community Foundation has received one million dollars
from the estate of Andrew J. “Hank” and Bette Saks. The
entire gift is designated to provide renewable scholarships
for graduates of Saks High School, which is part of the
Calhoun County School System. “This is a tremendous and
generous gift,” comments Terry Childers, Chairwoman of
the Board. “The amount of the gift is only enhanced by the
reputation, esteem and respect this community had for Mr.
and Mrs. Saks.”

Mr. and Mrs. Saks made their first gift in 1999 when they
originally established the scholarship fund in honor of Mr.
Saks’s parents, Joseph and Amelia. This recent bequest
continues a family tradition that originated in 1910 when
Joseph and Amelia
Saks donated the land
for the first public
school located north
of Anniston. The one
room schoolhouse has
grown to include three
campuses, with more
than 1,500 students.

Mr. Saks was born in
Anniston on April 10,
1909. He graduated
from Georgia Tech in
1931 and later served during World War II as an engineer.
After completing military service, Mr. Saks married
Elisabeth “Bette” Bryan Wilkinson in 1946. Together the
couple managed their land surveying business and the Model
City Land Company.  They shared 68 years of marriage
until Mr. Saks died on October 3, 2003 at age 94.  Mrs.
Saks died January 3 of this year at age 90.  Mr. and Mrs.
Saks had no children of their own; however, their life’s work
will perpetually assist many young people in achieving thier
eductional and professional aspirations.  The great
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“I am deeply grateful
to Mr. and Mrs. Saks
and for the incredible
opportunity they have
afforded me.  Their
generosity is almost
impossible to
fathom.”

misfortune is that the graduates of Saks High School will
never have the experience of knowing these two
tremendous individuals who together were an inspiration to
our community.

The Joseph and Amelia Saks Scholarship Fund made its
first award to
Ms. Jessica
Anne Estep,
a May 2005
graduate who
is a freshman
at Harvard
University.
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Mary Katherine “Katy” Williamson Scholarship Fund

Sunrise Scholarship Fund Benefits Foster Children

John and Susan Williamson and their son Ben established
the scholarship after the death of their daughter and sister in
June of 2005. The Fund both honors Katy’s memory and
reflects the love and admiration of her family, friends,
classmates and co-workers. This Fund supports very specific
scholarships but these activities
only capture a small portion of
Katy’s life, talents and broad
interests.

Katy enjoyed sunflowers and
constantly planted more and
more of them each year at the
family farm in Wellington; she
cherished creation and the
wonders that surrounded her
and she welcomed all the
seasons of the year and deeply
trusted that the fall included the
promise of spring.

Katy also loved every form of
animal both wild and tame.
She worked as a Veterinarian

Technician, where her
compassion was complimented
by her work ethic. Its is not
certain where Katy’s talents
would have led her but all who
knew her were certain that she
would contribute to the well
being of others. Her picture truly
reflects the fullness of life she
lived for twenty years, bringing

the same joy and exuberance to her family and
friends.

The Mary Katherine “Katy” Williamson
Scholarship Fund benefits individuals pursuing
an Associate in Science Degree (AS) in the
following: Emergency Medical Technology,
Emergency Medical Services, Pre-Veterinarian
Medicine, Nursing Assistant, Practical Nursing
or Registered Nursing.

Applications are due by February 1, 2006;
complete guidelines are available from the
Foundation.

In August of this year, the Kiwanis Club of Anniston
Sunrisers ended their charter with Kiwanis International. The
Sunrisers were active for more than
twenty-five years and provided
thousands of dollars in scholarships
and hundreds of volunteer hours to
our community. Kiwanis
International’s primary goal is to
develop future generations of leaders
through programs and services
benefiting children and young adults.

The Sunrisers had an active scholarship program and an
endowment with the Community Foundation for the purpose
of sustaining their scholarships. Prior to their last meeting, the
membership voted to donate their remaining assets of more
than $10,000 to create a permanent scholarship fund
benefiting children who live with foster parents. The goal is for
the Fund to reach a minimum of $50,000 before scholarships
are awarded.

Ms. Donna Fathke, Treasurer for the Sunrisers,
commented, “This award furthers the goals of Kiwanis

International, recognizes the
generosity of our members and
pays tribute to the dedication and
selflessness of foster parents. We
hope others will help contribute
to this fund as a means of
investing in the lives of many
wonderful children who need the
opportunity of this scholarship.”

Contributions to support  the Sunrise
Scholarship Fund  can be made directly to
the Community Foundation.  Deferred
gifts in a will or trust can be made to the
Community Foundation for the benefit of
the Sunrise Scholarship Fund.

Katy Williamson
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Fall 2005 Grantee Awards and Reception

The Community Investment Committee reviewed $885,000
in grant requests for the biannual awards. At the grantee
reception held at Consolidated Publishing Company, the
Board of Trustees awarded $206,000 in new distributions.
Mrs. Betty Hill Jackson, Chairwoman of the Community
Investment Committee, clarified that the Foundation never
announces the individual award amounts to avoid
jeopardizing other contributions. She stated, “a Foundation
grant should not penalize an organization or communicate
that you do not need funding from many sources. We hope
our grant will prompt others to invest in your good work.”
She then distributed checks in support of
the following projects:

All Saints Interfaith Center of Concern: to
provide direct health or medical
assistance for low-income residents.

Boys and Girls Clubs: to implement the
Triple Play Program designed to teach
youth, ages 6-18, how to make healthy
choices.

Calhoun/Cleburne Children’s Center: to employ a counselor
to assist victims of child abuse.

Concern for Children: to implement a tobacco prevention
program targeting children in grades K-5.

Housing Enterprise of Central Alabama: to support the
funding, expansion and availability of mid-range affordable
housing.

Interfaith Ministries: to provide daily home delivered
nutritious meals to low-income seniors in the Anniston area.

Jacksonville Meals-on-Wheels: to provide daily home
delivered nutritious meals to low-income seniors living in the
Jacksonville and Piedmont areas.

The Learning Tree: to conduct a study measuring the
correlation between exercise and a reduction in maladaptive
behavior in children.

Nonprofit Resource Center of Alabama: to establish a
satellite office in Anniston to implement a long-term capacity
building and technical assistance training program for
nonprofit organizations in Calhoun County. This initiative is

also made possible through the generosity of the Alabama
Civil Justice Foundation, Anniston Community
Education Foundation and United Way of East Central
Alabama.

Rainbow Omega: to assist in the building and equipping of a
long-term healthcare facility for adults with developmental
disabilities.

United Cerebral Palsy: to purchase age and skill appropriate
specialized equipment to lend clients and their families.

In addition, the following organizations received grants to
support operations and general program services:

ANNISTON CITY SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

ARC OF CALHOUN/CLEBURNE COUNTIES

COOSA VALLEY YOUTH SERVICES

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF CALHOUN COUNTY

JACKSONVILLE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER

JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY CHEST

LINC PROGRAM

RAINBOW OMEGA, INC.

UNITED WAY OF EAST CENTRAL ALABAMA

These grants were funded through the generosity of the
following funds established with the Community Foundation:

E.C. LLOYD & J.C.U. JOHNSON FAMILY FUND

E.D. KING FAMILY FUND

JERRY AND JUDY KLUG CHARITABLE FUND

PREVENTATIVE HEALTHCARE FUND

STRINGFELLOW HEALTH FUND

SUSAN ARTEMIS SPECTOR AND CONNOR JACOB CHARITABLE

FUND

Grantees attend award reception at Consolidated Publishing


